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A Place to Call Home | Steve Pausch 

Practice What We Preach | Laurie Beal 

Home. For most of us home is a place of refuge, a place to retreat, feel loved, and share love. For far too 
many of the kids we work with, home is the exact opposite. Home is a confusing place, a lonely place.  
Home has a different meaning. For the past ten years, this building has been the center of our ministry to 
young people in the Wadsworth area. Several hundred young people have hung out here, skated on the 
ramps, attended events, sat in small groups, ate 
lots of food, and heard about how Jesus loves 
them and has a plan for their lives. This has been 
a place that means so much to kids in 
Wadsworth. It is not an uncommon sight to pull 
into our parking lot and see a young person 
sitting alone on a bench. One day a young man 
sitting alone was asked how he was doing? His 
answer… “ This place is like a home for me, I’m 
just hanging out.” This building has become like a 
home to many kids.  

Now we have an opportunity to secure this home 
for generations of young people in Wadsworth. Ten years ago, we were given a no-interest loan to pur-
chase this building with a balloon payment due in 2020. I recently met with a friend of the ministry who 
wants to help keep this place for young people here. This family is offering to match each “New Gift” 
made before the end of this year and given toward the building purchase up to $50,000. The stipulation is 
it needs to be beyond what someone has normally given to the ministry.  What an incredible blessing.  

We are so excited to have the opportunity to make this “A Permanent Home” in the community for the 
thousands of kids who will come here for years to come. We need your help. We will continue to minister 
to the very diverse needs of kids in the Wadsworth community and share the love of Christ with them, but 
we are in need of your help. Can we count on you to help provide a safe place for area teens where they 
can hang-out and hear how much Jesus loves them.? A place they can go and find a quiet spot and words 
from an adult who cares. A place that every teen needs, a place they desire… a place to call HOME. A 
pledge card is enclosed for your consideration.   Thank you.    

PS This “home” was recently appraise at a value of $319,000.  What a tremendous blessing for us to be 
able to secure it for just over $100,000 

We get cozy in our lives and sometimes begin to think that racism is an ugly thing of our country’s past.  
Having a black son, I am “privy” to a few more reminders that it lingers, but it’s rarely blatant.  The city 
of Wadsworth recently had an incident that reminded all of us that there still are people that do not 
see beauty in the uniqueness that God has created in each of us! 

The sad situation involved a mom in her 40’s banning an 8-year-old little girl from playing with her 
daughter or coming on her property because the little girl has darker skin than her daughter’s.  This 
woman hollered racial statements into the neighborhood, shamed the mom for having mixed race chil-
dren and got down on the public sidewalk in front of her home and wrote “white pride” with sidewalk 
chalk multiple times over each square.  This incident was shared many times on social media and be-
came a big topic of discussion for the weekend. 

This happened just houses away from our Garage ministry site.  Over the last several years, we have 
become a beacon in the community to address topics that are impacting our young people and our 
community.  It was no coincidence that the very same week we had been sharing this truth each night 
in our lessons at The Garage., that there is no darkness in the world that light cannot overcome, no 
ugliness that God cannot cover in light.  So, what a great opportunity to practice what we preach and 
add another illustration for our teens to see light in action and bring light to our neighborhood and 
community that had just experienced an ugly darkness. 

So, what did we do?  We made our own social media post in response.  We shared the same truth that 
we’d been sharing with our teens all week, with our whole community and invited everyone to an im-
promptu open house/party/ice cream social the very next day.  We cranked the music, opened our 
skate ramps, gave away extra school supplies we had been blessed with and gave tours to families that 
had never seen The Garage in person.  Also, our teens showed up to help serve vanilla and chocolate 
ice cream to people of all ages and colors and to help spread the LIGHT.  Jesus shined very brightly that 
day!  “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”  John 1:5 



Ministry in Social Media | Scott Hulet Fremont Fantasticon | Doug Bryant 

Early Update | Matt Mountjoy 

In a recent newsletter I wrote to you about some of the exciting things in starting a new school year at 
the Garage.  At the point I’m writing this, we are just a few weeks in, and I wanted to share how it’s all 
going! 
 
First off we have a great core group of kids that have been attending.  In the group we have a lot of lost 
kids that are there for many reasons, but most exciting of all, they are open to listening to hear what 
we have to say about God! They have great questions and good discussions.  While I can’t say how far 
away they are, it’s great to know The Spirit is moving in their lives to where they want to know more. 
 
We also have been having great times in our lunch meetings in the schools.  There are several students 
that don’t come around to The Garage that often, but we have established good relationships with 
them and this leads to great conversations in the school.  On a note that could use some prayer, we 
have many students that are freshman who used to be regular attenders in middle school. While they 
are excited to see us at the school and often say they plan on coming in, many of them have yet to 
show up.  I’m guessing some of this may be just nervousness of now being the young ones in the group, 
and others are just involved in school activities. For whatever the reason, pray for us to have as many 
opportunities for us to share The Word with them! 

It’s no secret.  Many in our culture are increasingly moving away from live interpersonal relationships 
into the realm of Virtual Environments and Social Media; and this is especially true of our youth.  We 
believe there is a missional question that expresses the heart of our Lord, and so, it’s at the heart of our 
“DNA” here at the Garage: “What does it take for this teen, in this place, at this time, to meet Jesus?” 

As we increasingly encounter teens in Social Media (from our community and beyond), we recognize the 
same brokenness, loss, pain, and hopelessness that we encounter in the teens we meet in our schools, 
streets, and YFC clubs.  And as a result, we find that we are called to adapt to reach this teen, in this 
“place”, at this time, for Jesus. 

One of the many places I’ve discovered hurting teens frequenting in social media is a FB group for Chris-
tian fans of Twenty Øne Piløts (TØP).  Many Christian fans reach out to family/friends who are hurting 
and point them to this Band. TØP targets hurting/hopeless people (mostly youth) with their lyrics, urging 
them to not give up, to realize their worth, and that there is real Hope; if they will only think & be-
lieve.  The Gospel is present in many TØP songs - directly or via symbolism. 

We recently met Sammy in this group; you can see her opening 
post and our initial response.  Over this past week, we have 
been messaging her, praying for her, and have had two long 
phone conversations & prayer together.  We’ve learned that 
she feels completely lost and hopeless, says she hates 
her parents, has suffered some physical abuse, does 
not see much reason to go on, is caught-up in self-harm 
and has attempted suicide recently. Sadly, Sammy’s 
story is common among many youth today. 

There is not space to share our ongoing conversa-
tion.  But if there was, you would notice that there are 
moments of laughter and hope in the midst of despair 
and darkness.  Sammy is a precious soul, just like you & 
me. She desperately needs to be loved and to know 
that she has been deceived by a very real enemy – that 
she is precious is His sight, that she has great Hope. 

This also leads me to a crucial request – we are in des-
perate need of individuals who are willing to serve as 
spiritual mentors to these precious kids!  Maybe you 
have thought about getting involved with YFC, but are 
not able to commit to a regular schedule?  As a mentor, you could minister to kids in a variety of “places” 
and on a more flexible time schedule! We continually find that one-on-one discipleship is most effective 
in this ministry!  Please contact us if you are interested!  

Are you willing to truly live out the scripture from 1 Corinthian 9:22-23? It reads, "I have become all 
things to all people so that by all possible means I might save some." Paul would speak to the Hebrews 
in their language and customs.  He would speak to the Greeks in their language and custom.   
Each of our teens have that same need for us to speak to them in their language and custom.  Recently 
I took a carload of teens on a fun trip to "Fantasticon" in Fort Wayne Indiana.  As you can see from the 
pictures, we are dressed up like our favorite comic book or science fiction character.  Some of us even 
made up our own charac-
ters.  These teens are 
interested in the super-
natural and narratives of 
heroes.  Using these 
storylines, we can talk 
about morals, spirituality, 
and finally Christ.  May 
we all continue to reach 
teens right where they 
are!   


