
May 2020 

Doing Everything We Can| Steve Pausch 

“How are you still even doing ministry?” That is a question I was recently asked by a partner of this ministry. 
My answer: “We are doing everything we can to continue to tell kids about Jesus.” 

What does ministry to teenagers look like in the time of Covid 19?  These are definitely trying times we are 
all going through right now. But even in these times, the truth of God’s Word does not change and the fact 
that there are eternal repercussions to our sin are still a reality. We are still communicating that truth to 
teenagers every way possible with the tools and opportunities we have.  

Since the time of sheltering in place began, we have been doing several weekly Zoom video conference 
meetings with as many teens who sign on. The numbers of teens have varied each meeting for each of our 
ministries, but kids are still interested in being seen and heard. We have been able to talk through many of 
the issues that teens are facing on the video calls. Please continue to pray for these video calls each week as 
we connect with teens. 

We are working on putting together “smile bags” to be dropped off to all the students who have been a part 
of a local ministry site. We are including some goodies, spiritual materials, and a personal note from an adult 
leader. Please pray that these are well received and spark some new interest in connection.  

We are still handing out school-provided lunches and additional food to families in the Wadsworth area 2-3 
days a week. We are busy planning on what it looks like to be able to reopen our teen centers and what ma-
terials and supplies will be needed to safely do that. We are looking at managing a community garden to 
maximize outside time with kids and teach a new skill while sharing many Biblical principles around farming 
and growing.  

Things are different for sure! We are not sure what tomorrow holds, but trust that God has the eternal lives 
of His teens in mind with a plan to reach all of them.  We will continue to do All we can to help kids find the 
Hope found in Christ! Thank you for continuing to make this ministry possible!   

Blessed| Laurie Beal 

I often tell people that the blessings that come back to us in this work with teens are double that of what we 
give out.  It doesn’t mean that this role God called us to is easy or for the faint of heart.  It’s tough stuff and 
sometimes hard to shake when we get home.  But then come the days where we see growth from the seed 
we planted or see a kid ask how they can get closer to God or we hear from a young person who came years 
ago and is in the midst of navigating adult life.  This past month, I was blessed by such a surprise, random 
message late at night. 
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Sometimes working in youth ministry can seem like you’re working in a zoo, wild animals everywhere! Right 
now in this new season of social distancing and finding unique ways to continue to be involved in young peo-
ple’s lives I’ve experienced a new type of chaos…the Zoom Zoo. When you have a virtual get together with 
your kids and leaders and 13 open boxes of people talking about five different things it becomes just that. 
Thankfully they created the “mute-all” feature! 

As I’m sure many of you have experienced, virtual hangouts on many different platforms have become one 
of the ways that we can get together and still honor the government’s plans in dealing with the epidemic. 
This has been the tool that we have gone to for our weekly meetings with students. It has certainly been in-
teresting and an up and down venture. Early on, many of the students were excited about it, followed by a 
week where only two students showed up. Even then, it was a great opportunity to pour into the lives of 
those individuals. Thankfully, our numbers have gone back up in.  While we can’t virtually give them food, 
our nights try to resemble as typical of a Garage night as possible. We begin with a time of socializing. Once 
there are more then a small handful of people, I use the aforementioned “mute all” and let kids one by one 
update everyone on their life and list any prayer requests. After this I have a very short message of encour-
agement for them, and finally on a few nights we have been able to play some fun group games. 

Even though teens have less responsibilities, this time at home is clearly emotionally taxing. Whether it is the 
loneliness of being stuck at home or taking on the stress of their family situations, our students across the 
board are either struggling with anxiety or directly know about someone who is. Last week, I was able to 
share with them the command throughout the Bible on many occasions that we are not to let our lives be-
come filled with anxiety and are to give it over to God. God is big enough to take that task on! Please be 
praying for this message to ring true to them, and if you are struggling don’t forget how BIG our God is! Every 
day with a four month old you find yourself singing the same songs with motions over and over and none is 
more perfect to remember then “My God is so BIG, so strong, and so mighty. There’s nothing my God cannot 
do!” That includes protecting and guiding His people through an epidemic and whatever comes with it! 
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A former Garage girl sent me this text: “Hey Mrs. Laurie I love you and I’m so thankful God put u in my life 
you are an amazing person and stood with me when I was at my worst in live.  You are truly a blessing and I 
hope one day I can be like you because u are someone I truly look up to and want to be.  You helped me find 
Jesus and I’m so grateful for that.  You have supported me on things others never believed I could do.  Thank 
you so much for being you I love you!” 

We started up a back and forth chat and then, sadly, her dad died 2 weeks later.  I was glad we were already 
in conversation so I was aware of what was going on and could be there for her.  She shared a lot of strug-
gles and asked some great questions, and God let me be there!  Blessed sums it up best. 
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