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Thank you, Billy continued 

Perhaps the greatest evangelist in the 
world joined his Creator on February 
21.  Dr. Graham, who passed away in 
Montreat, North Carolina, at age 99, 
helped birth Youth For Christ, an or-
ganization originally founded for minis-
try to youth and servicemen during 
World War II. Today, Youth For Christ is 
one of the longest-recognized out-
reach organizations serving young peo-
ple worldwide. 
 
Graham made his first trip overseas in early 1946 and continued preach-
ing throughout the United States and Europe in the immediate post-war 
era, emerging as a rising young evangelist. He went on to become Vice 
President of Youth For Christ International and to publish a book from his 
Youth For Christ experiences “Calling Youth to Christ” (1947). 
 
“We stand on the shoulders of Dr. Graham’s legacy of innovation and pas-

sionate drive to communicate with young people around the world,” said 
Dan Wolgemuth, current president of Youth For Christ USA. “Dr. Gra-
ham’s gifted style was considered ‘edgy’ in the forties so it, of course, ap-
pealed to young people. Today, Youth For Christ continues what Dr. Gra-
ham started by loving and engaging young people in relevant, authentic 
conversations through the latest technologies and the life-changing pow-
er of story—God’s story and their story.” Dr. Graham recently shared 
some of his thoughts with Youth For Christ’s staff about their work, “...the 
instruments that technology has provided are sharper. I see no reason 
why we could not touch the entire youth population of the world in the 
next quarter-century with the good news of the Gospel. Youth For Christ 
staff, let’s make that our goal!” 
 
Youth For Christ is active with 23,000 staff and volunteers in 2,000 com-
munities in all 50 states as well as more than 130 countries. Youth For 
Christ USA is committed to serving young people—especially those on 
the fringe—with sustainable youth and family outreach. 
 
We continue what was started so long ago across Northern Ohio, as we 
reach out to young people who are in need of finding the Hope found in 
Christ. Thank you for helping us continue the legacy with your prayers 
and gifts.  



Finding God Outside Our Comfort Zone| Laurie Beal 

We humans like our comfort zones! We get in our habits and routines and friend cir-
cles and nestle in contently. We like when our days go as planned and when we do 
NOT have to step too far out of our little box.  

However...warning to anyone considering volunteering with us...working with teenag-
ers at YFC/ Garage Ministry is anything but routine. Each evening has its own twist, 
full of fun and yet unchartered territory.  Each interaction with a teen is different, 
each kid has their own baggage  and are trying to find somewhere safe to unpack a 
bit of it ...and some of the things we help them unpack are heavy "junk." Junk that 
can be sad, heartbreaking and surprising in the midst of our neat little community. 
You don't have to be with the kids long to realize you are not in Kansas anymore.  

But hang in there...we are not trying to scare you off! At first, yes, there is an uh-oh 
moment of "what am I getting myself into?"...but ...Ah, the feeling ...if you can just 
get over the initial shock of it all.  

That feeling of being way out of your comfort zone all of a sudden becomes the reali-
zation that you are smack dab in the middle of God's will! What an exhilarating spot 
to be in...and the comfort we desire comes in the fact that GOD is right there with us 
helping us navigate the waters as we share HIS love and hope! 

Joshua 1:9  Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be fright-

ened and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.  

I was sharing about our YFC programs a couple months ago at the Fremont Exchange 
Club and I was presented with a question during our Q and A session:  “What is the an-
swer for the ‘at-risk’ teenagers in our school systems?”  Spontaneously, I could think of 
one word shining in my brain: Mentorship.  Now, of course, the correct answer is Jesus, 
but mentorship is the way to bring Him to the teens. 

Jesus mentored 12 disciples and changed the world.  He had a smaller group of three, 
out of those same disciples, to go deeper with.  It is safe to say that Jesus’ model for 
evangelism was built on deep relationships.   

I’ve written about our new program of mentoring in the Juvenile Justice Ministry.  We 
are excited about this growing program.  We now have five mentees in our program 
linked up with adults and another five who are currently applying.    

Even beyond our new program though, we are involved in mentorship in our other pro-
grams.  We are mentoring teens from our CityLife program, Campus Life program and 
YFC Core program as well.  We will meet these teens at school or in restaurants (or 
other public areas).  We meet with teens in a safe way with other teens or adults pre-
sent (we have a strict rule of no adults alone with any teen), and the purpose is to build 
trust, promote life skills, and ultimately to bring our teens closer and closer to Christ.  

I truly believe that mentorship is the way for true life-change for our teens.  Teens can 
come to Christ and be discipled through the same life-giving relationship.  

Mentoring is a Necessity| Doug Bryant 

A big thank you to: 

The Snyder family for bringing a big chicken dinner that fed over 30 hungry teenagers at a recent Friday night hang out... 

Fat Boys Pizza and the Wertz family for the weekly pizza to feed lots of teens... 

Leigh Sager for feeding our teen parents and babies group in Monday nights! 

A huge thank you to all who came to our first annual fundraiser dinner to celebrate with us what God is doing in Wadsworth! We thank you all for your 
support and for your generous donations!  


