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Laurie Beal: Outstanding in Her Community| Steve Pausch 

We are pleased to announce that our very own Laurie Beal was recently recognized 
and awarded for her years of hard work and dedication to the ministry.  

“The Medina County Women’s Journal Congratulates Lau-
rie Beal the 2019 Medina County ATHENA Leadership 
Award Recipient. Honoring exemplary women leaders who 
are improving the quality of life for others in our communi-
ty.  

On October 9, 2019, The Medina County Women’s Journal 
presented the prestigious Women of Our Community 
Award to 8 outstanding women. At this signature event, 
The ATHENA Leadership Award in affiliation with ATHENA 
International, was presented to Laurie Beal-Garage Minis-
try/Wadsworth Youth For Christ, as an exemplary leader from our community who is 
helping to bring along the next generation of women leaders. She joins more than 
7,000 ATHENA Award recipients from more than 500 communities all over the world. 
All these women are setting a gold standard in business and community leadership, 
making Medina County a better place to live and work.”  Quoted from The Medina 
County Women’s Journal.  

We, at Youth for Christ, congratulate Laurie for answering the call God has placed on 
her and for tirelessly working to help the young people of Wadsworth find the Hope 
only found in Jesus.   

Last month, my fellow YFC volunteer Ruben Rendon and I attended the annual grant 
distribution meeting held by the In His Steps (IHS) Foundation’s 21st anniversary “Fall 
Focus on Giving.”  I have been attending this event for about 10 years to accept the 
perennial annual grant IHS has presented to Youth for Christ of Northern Ohio 
(YFCNO).  It was Ruben’s first experience at this IHS event.  He was impressed, as I 
have been, by the 44 Christian ministries receiving over $300,000 in grants.   

The six ministry categories were collegiate, pregnancy, prison, mercy, evangelism, 
and youth.  As ministries within each category received their grants, the number of 
individuals reached with the gospel and the number making decisions for Christ 
were announced.  Ruben was really moved by that part of the meeting.   

It was interesting when the IHS director explained the five criteria for the grants.  
First, the ministry must be from north central or northeastern Ohio.  Second, the 
ministry must have a budget of at least $30,000.  Third, the ministry must emphasize 
sharing the Gospel.  Fourth, the grant money must go toward ministry operations. 
And finally, the ministry must be working with Mission Increase, a fund-raising con-
sulting service.   

IHS was originally founded to provide an avenue for Christians to establish donor 
advised funds that support Christian ministries in Ohio.  That is one of the many op-
portunities IHS offers to Christian donors to facilitate planned giving to Christian 
ministries.  To obtain more information about planned giving or to join me in thank-
ing the IHS Foundation for its gracious grant to YFCNO, please go to 
www.ihsfound.org.  God bless IHS. 

Thank You to In His Steps Foundation | John Roush 

http://www.ihsfound.org


Meet Kristol | Laurie Beal Searching For Truth: Youth Ministry Issues in a Postmodern Culture |  

Matt Mountjoy 

Volunteers “Retire” After a Combined 60 Years of Impact | John Roush 

Many people have heard our culture described as “Post-Modern” or “Relativistic,” but what does that 
mean in a practical sense for youth ministry? To give a brief, totally inadequate, summary of a philo-
sophical movement: our culture has come to focus on the human experience of reality as the ultimate 
standard, therefore absolute truth isn’t real, it is subjective. Obviously, we can see right away that this 
can cause major issues. In their book, Soul Searching, Christian Smith and Melinda Lundquist Denton 
interviewed hundreds of teens across the country. Regardless of background or religious upbringing, 
they found a trend of beliefs that they say forms a cultural “de facto” religion. They call this Moralistic 
Therapeutic Deism. Essentially, most teens believe that there is a God that created and watches over 
the world, life is about being nice and treating others well and finding happiness for yourself, and ulti-
mately, if you are a good person you go to Heaven. This fits in with a common phrase you hear amongst 
teens (and adults) today that I think sums up our culture: “You do you.” There is an emphasis on being a 
good person, being nice to everyone, and most importantly don’t judge people, let them do what 
makes them happy. At face value, there could certainly be a lot worse things defining a cultural atti-
tude, and the fact that most teens believe in God in general should be a positive thing for youth minis-
try, and it is. However, what I have come to see as the dark side of this is the relativist “you do you” 
issue. I have found in talking to kids that it isn’t difficult in getting kids to believe in God, or even con-
vincing them that the Christian God is that God! Great news, yes! But there is that issue that comes 
when they say they are on board and believe, yet their friend that’s a different religion…they are right 
too. Or they believe, but the Bible doesn’t really mean what it says about certain issues, because we 
can’t tell other people their lifestyle that makes them happy is wrong. So clearly, we have an issue. 
Their belief isn’t in line with scripture for we know that Jesus is the only way to The Father, and scrip-
ture is inerrant! So the big issue becomes convincing them that there is an absolute standard of Truth, 
and that is the God of the Bible, the creator of the Universe! So please be praying for our ministry that 
we can effectively argue for truth, and for our nation that there could be a revival of understanding 
there is an absolute standard of truth! 

My name is Kristol Barr. I volunteer with the teen moms program, and I abso-
lutely love it.  I have done this for years and don’t foresee that changing in my 
near future.  I chose to volunteer  in this program  because I, myself, was a 
teen mom. I didn’t have the perfect family upbringing and I can relate to those 
that have some hurts in their lives as well. I also have the general being a 
young mom to relate to those girls who have had an amazing upbringing. Both 
are the case to be very clear it is not a given that a teen parent came from a 
broken home. Well our lil program has grown to be teen parents a year or two 
ago. God had led us to open up to dads too. It was great to see the growth to a teen parents program 
and to help out everyone. We all know dads need some love and support too. God always has a reason 
for everything I fully believe that. We don’t always get to know all of the reason but I get to see at least 
one of them play out. Well, this year my son who is only 14 is our newest teen parent. We are a church 

going family who is right there for our kids so not broken home, when we found 
the news out we did what anyone would or should do. Love and support them. 
Yup they shouldn't have done what they did. Yup they were watched like hawks 
and talked to and taught prevention and all the possible things you can do as a 
parent. Nope we aren't disappointed cuz they are human. A baby is a blessing 
and believe me this baby is so loved. God loves them all no matter what. I simply 
followed His lead. It was a shock but not an upset. It is such a unique situation 
having a teen in the program now. It is nice to know he can find support in 
peers. He has the opportunity to shop if he wished independently, because a 14 
year old cant officially work and just do that. Best of all its great to see as always 
other people pouring some of God's love into him because we all need that. It 
also super awesome to know that whatever he may use for his baby no matter is 

he got it from the garage or from us buying it from a store it's all going to go right back to the garage 
ministry to support other parents. Supporting them is why I grew up the way I did I'm sure of it. I love 
this program and I cant wait to see what it is God has in store for all of us. 

Ruben Rendon and Frank Jacobs were feted to a dinner last month to celebrate their retirement from a long-time ministry at the Sandusky County Juvenile Justice Center (JJC) in Fremont. 

Ruben began visiting the JJC, then the old Juvenile Detention Center, as part of the local Christian Business Men’s Club (CBMC) ministry in 1985.  When CBMC ended, Ruben transitioned to the YFC Juvenile Justice Ministry (JJM).  
Frank was one of Ruben’s co-workers at the Toledo Chrysler plant who Ruben enlisted as a partner in ministry.  Over the years, these “Mighty Men of God’ shared the gospel as they led one-hour services each Sunday afternoon 
for thousands of incarcerated teens.  Ultimately, hundreds of young people were led into a relationship with Christ. PTL!  

YFC JJM volunteer, Rex Mason and his wife, Cynthia, offered a duet about the Lord’s call to service.  YFCNO Board chair, John Roush, presented each man with a personal letter of appreciation from YFC/USA president and CEO 
Dan Wolgemuth.  JJC head of operations, Dallas Leake, gave the men certificates of appreciation from the JJC and blankets made by the teens.  Herb Miller, volunteer director of the YFC JJM in Fremont, had organized the dinner 
and presented the two retirees with personalized pen and pencil sets.   

YFC in Fremont is building on the ministry foundation established by Ruben and Frank with new ministry volunteers and an active mentoring program for teens who leave the JJC. 


