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A Time for Everything| Steve Pausch 

Ecclesiastes 3: 1-4 There is a time for everything, ad a season for every activity under heaven; a time to 
be born and a time to die, a time to plant and a time to uproot, a time to kill and a time to heal, a time 
to teardown and a time to build, a time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to 
dance….. 

This year marks my 30th year of ministry with Youth For Christ. It is really difficult to believe that time 
has gone by so quickly. I can still remember a time before the internet and when we would make fliers 
for events by actually cutting out words and pasting them on a piece of paper. I still occasionally see or 
hear from some of the first teens we worked with and two of them have become regular donors to the 
ministry. As a family, we attend church led by a young couple who were involved in our ministry in high 
school and now pastor a church and have a growing family. It is so amazing to be a part of God’s work.  

When I started ministry, if you had a cellular phone it was attached to your vehicle or you carried it in a 
bag. If you needed to get a hold of someone you called their pager and they called you back later. To-
day, it is very rare to find a young person over twelve years old who does not have a cell phone in their 
pocket.  

I can remember hanging out with kids when we moved troops into Iraq with Operation Desert Shield 
and I can vividly remember the discussions we had and the uncertainty kids felt while at a meeting with 
middle school aged kids when Operation Desert Storm began.  

I was at a camp in Missouri with 30 young people and was never able to see OJ Simpson as he rode on 
LA freeways in the white bronco but several kids that week chose to follow Christ wherever He would 
take them.  

We talked with kids about disappointment when the Bulls beat the Cavaliers and then went on to win 
the NBA Championship  

Princess Diana died and we helped kids see that death can come at any time and we need to have an 
eternal perspective 

Y2K brought fear to the world as people prepared for the end, and we met with kids to share how God 

knows the time of the end and that He wants us to be with Him in heaven.  

Columbine High School Shooting caused an uneasiness for teens as they went to school, but it provided 
us another platform to share the Love of Christ.  

Hanging Chads led us to discussions on the certainty of God’s Word and how once a name is in the Book 
of Life it can never be removed.  

September 11th was a terrible, frightening time in history and we cancelled meetings that night due to 
uncertainty but soon we talked through the false religions and how to know what to believe.  

The Space Shuttle Columbia explosion seemed to be viewed by every student in school but there 
seemed to be so many questions in kids’ minds that led to good discussions about life and death.  

Hurricane  Katrina was a devastating event and that next summer we took teens to Mississippi for a 
week long mission trip to help rebuild and minister to people who had lost everything. We worked at 
Yuri and Rhonda’s house and they treated us with southern hospitality.  

Over the years of ministry many people passed away and were in the news. Steve Irwin , Michael Jack-
son,  Osama Bin Laden, Billy Graham, Robin Williams, Heath Ledger, Whitney Houston, and many, many 
others.  These deaths created different emotions in the minds of teens as we talked through the impact 
each of these lives had on the world, but more importantly, we talked about what a difference Jesus can 
make today and after death. 

The Bible is right, there is a time and place for everything. As we as an organization move into the next 
30 years we are preparing to train more leaders, start more ministry sites across our area, and present 
the life-changing message of Jesus Christ to more teens than we have in the past. Thank you for your 
prayer and financial support as we seek to share the Love of Christ with teens across our seven-county 
ministry area.  Hang on we are expecting God to great things in the lives of teens.  
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The Greatest Showman| Doug Bryant 

Our brand new Campus Life Middle School program has been meeting every Friday 6-7:30pm at the 
Fremont Middle School Cafeteria. What a wonderful program with teens on both sides of the fence. It's 
probably about a 50/50 mix right now between teens that are churched and teens that aren't churched.   
 
We use national Campus Life Middle School Curriculum and I just finished a very interesting series based 
upon the musical, the Greatest Showman. The Greatest Showman is about how P. T. Barnum gathered 
people from various different specialties to create his circus. He used what the world called strange to 
create a wonderful performance. This series highlighted the fact that we are all made different and to 
use that for God's glory and not afraid of those differences.  What a very interesting way to teach teens 
about Jesus in a world that is so divisive sometimes.  At the end of the series  there is a call to follow 
Jesus through a gospel presentation.   
 
Let's continue to pray and be innovative in our outreach to the teens we are building relationships with.  

Oftentimes in ministry, it’s easy to get frustrated not being able to see growth or seeds taking hold. 
When we are teaching a series, and the fourth and final week rolls around and you ask the kids, “So 
who can recap what we’ve been talking about?” it could not be more difficult to hear absolute silence in 
return. Oftentimes in working with teens this can be the case. However, when God gives us the blessing 
of seeing growth, nothing can be more exciting.  This has been the case for me over the last few weeks. 
Over the years there is a chart that I often find myself drawing up on the dry erase board for various 
reasons. One of them is that it puts the ever difficult and impossible to understand Triune Nature of 
God into a relatively understandable and tangible sense. It doesn’t answer every question, but it ex-
plains the basics. You’d be shocked at how often kids bring up this really deep topic. The second major 
application for the chart is as you walk through it, you see clearly the Gospel in separation from the Fa-
ther and the need of a Savior, The Son being that Savior, and the Holy Spirit through whom we get to 
take advantage of this Salvation. So as you can tell through this quick synopsis, this is not an easy or 
light chart or topic. However, after the countless times I found myself drawing it over and over again 
and wondering if I should just get it printed out and put on a wall, God showed me why He hasn’t had 
me do that. Starting a few weeks ago at the beginning of our meetings a few kids have been racing in 
well before we start our lesson and asking if they could draw the chart. They are excited to show they 
remember it and can explain it.  It has gotten a little silly at times as they have challenged each other to 
races in drawing it or doing it blindfolded! I really have to work hard not to just start dancing and yelling 
“They are actually getting this!” How exciting it is when God allows us to see fruit in the lives of those 
hearing the Gospel!  

The beginning of the year is always a great time to evaluate where you are and where you want to go.  
Resolutions, goals, plans….we’ve been busy at The Garage looking ahead and getting excited about 2019! 

We have cool ideas in the works for each of our individual ministries at the Garage and we, of course, are 
involving the teens in coming up with the details.  In these conversations, we are also challenging the 
teens to think critically about their own personal goals and what it will take to make it there! 

In general, our plans and goals for the Wadsworth Youth for Christ site revolve around reaching even 
more teenagers, investing even more valuable time into each young person and sharing the love and 
hope of Christ with them.  We realize that to do that we will also need more mentors.  Youth for Christ-
USA  has set a goal for all Youth for Christ ministry sites, collectively, to reach 1 million young people and 
to increase the number of adult mentors to 200,000.  We’re excited to be part of that challenge. 

So, what are some of the exciting things being planned?  We have even more outings and events already 
being added to the calendar, our annual rafting trip has been booked (and we are staying an extra day… 
crazy, we know!), and we are adding activities to reach athletes and even more teens in our community.  
We have a big event for middle schoolers being planned, and we’ll be working even more closely with the 
awesome churches in our community.  As mentioned, we will need to recruit even more volunteers to 
accomplish all of this.  Open houses and tours for people interested in being a mentor are in the works  
Please contact us if you feel God tugging you toward reaching teens with the hope of Jesus.  We’re also 
adding specific prayer groups to pray for our specific activities each week.  We are excited about 2019 
and what God has planned for us. 

A big thank you to all of you that support our mission with all types of goods...from donating formal 

dresses or items for our thrift store or baby supplies for our teen parents program or snacks and drinks 

for our teens... It ALL is very much appreciated!!  


