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Good People! | Steve Pausch 

Good People continued 

A huge thank you to the Manion, Snyder and Currens families from a small group at Freshwater Com-
munity Church who have been providing meals for our hungry Friday night crew this past month! 
There were lots of full tummies thanks to you guys! 

Thanks to Vicki Kelly and her amazing organization skills and donations from supporters, we now have 
a school clothes shopping area for teens who are in need of clothing, shoes and school supplies! You 
rock Vicki! 

Thanks to Freshwater  Community Church for hosting a diaper and wipe drive. Our shelves are full 
now for our teen parents group. There's always a big need for diapers and this helps our young fami-
lies immensely!  

“How lovely on the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who announces peace and 
brings good news of happiness, who announces salvation, and says to Zion, "Your God reigns!"  Isaiah 
52:7 

This month I want to introduce you to the staff of Youth For Christ who do an incredible job of mobiliz-
ing people and sharing the love of Christ with young people. Each of these servants of God are such a 
vital part of this ministry and have made great sacrifices in their own personal lives to be a part of this 
ministry to teenagers.   

“ I hire people brighter than me and get out of their way” Lee Iacocca   “The secret of my success is 
that we have gone to exceptional lengths to hire  the best people in the world.” Steve Jobs  

These quotes from business people in the world ring even more true with the staff of YFC.  

Laurie Beal is the Director of our ministry in Wadsworth. Laurie has been a lifelong resident of 
Wadsworth and cares deeply for the young people of that community. Laurie also runs our 
weekly Teen Parents ministry while she coordinates everything that happens at our ministry 
site. Laurie knows hundreds and hundreds of young people and seems to know what they 
need and  figures out a way to help them. Laurie has been faithful to the call of God in her 
life and is watching Him change lives through her day to day ministry work.  

Doug Bryant is the Director of Ministry in the Fremont area. A former youth pastor from Medina, Doug 
answered the call and moved to Fremont to oversee our ministry there. Doug is responsi-
ble for directing ministry, recruiting and training adult leaders, organizing teen events, and 
for setting the vision for how to reach the young people in that diverse community. Doug 
has done an excellent job of getting immersed in  the community by serving with other 
organizations, substitute teaching in the schools, getting to know community and political 
leaders. Doug is thought of very highly by others in his town and has mobilized a team of 
adults to work toward seeing every kid have an opportunity to find Jesus.  

 

Matt Mountjoy is in charge of our High School and Middle School ministries in the Wadsworth area. 
Matt grew up in Wadsworth, went to school there and is well known and respected by 
the community. Matt spends time in the school lunchrooms getting to know kids and has 
been coaching with the football program there for the past several years which gives him 
more contact with young people. Teenagers absolutely love the way Matt makes things 
fun and interesting and they listen intently as he speaks to them and helps guide them. 
We are so blessed to have Matt back home in Wadsworth and helping the kids of his 
hometown find hope in Jesus.  

Barb Pfeiffer is the Office Manager for all of Youth For Christ of Northern Ohio and has been on staff 
with YFC for over 25 years. Barb is the glue that holds it all together. She puts together 
the newsletter, handles all mailings, records all finances and makes sure we are in compli-
ance with all policies and legal issues, handles all volunteer paperwork, and keeps the 
ministry on track with scheduling and organization. Barb  ministered to kids with YFC for 
many years , before working in the office.   



Talking About Suicide| Laurie Beal 

In light of three recent suicides of young people in OUR community, multiple suicides in neigh-
boring communities and the scary reality that there are young people in Wadsworth recently 
discovered to be participating in a self harm and suicide pact ( look up a summary of the blue 
whale challenge), it weighs on my heart VERY HEAVILY to remind ALL of us that we need to 
TALK about suicide!! Something happens to us as we become adults that makes many think we 
shouldn't talk to teens about sex or suicide, because they might think about or do those things. 
We worry that we might be put thoughts in their heads.  Research and common sense says 
otherwise, plus they are ALREADY thinking about those things!! 

We need to be the voice of reason in the midst of the "noise" that surrounds our dear young 
people. We are the people in their lives that need to be reminding them: of their HUGE value, 
that God made them with  purpose, that we LOVE them and Jesus loves them more, that there 
will be bad days, but good days WILL also come!  The schools have various curriculum snippets 
every few years, but some kids won't be there on those handful of days and some kids won't 
be listening, because it doesn't apply to them that particular day. This responsibility is not to 
be taken lightly because the risk is too great. It's also not a job that we can do and take a two-
year rest feeling confident that we've done our job. This is a huge ONGOING job that will take 
the WHOLE VILLAGE—not just the schools. 

Parents, teachers, coaches, employers, neighbors, etc...ANY of us that are blessed to be 
around young people ...WE need to REGULARLY help young people see how amazing they are, 
provide HOPE in their storms and remind them that we are there day or night when things get 
overwhelming or scary! 

And sadly, sometimes even when we do ALL those things, we still lose an amazing person to 
suicide. But we have to keep trying. Our kids need us more than they realize! 

WE NEED TO TALK! 

And that's what we've been doing at the GARAGE! 

I was blessed to be with a room full of teens at the GARAGE Friday night. 
All the past week, the leaders had been talking about self worth, talking 
about OUR plans falling through, but the blessing of being able to rely on 
God to have plans of HOPE and purpose for us (Jeremiah 29:11), and talk-
ing about suicide.  

A friend had some worn stools that she didn't want to throw away but 
knew they'd be hard to sell and I scooped them up. 

Before the night started I had teens look at the worn stools and give me  a word to describe 
them. Descriptions flowed...trash, abused, needs to be burned,  junk.... 

I had two teens that volunteered to help restore the stools. We gave them paint brushes and 
duct tape and  they got to work while the others hung out. 

Later during our nightly "talk,"  I reminded the kids of how they thought 
the stools weren't worth saving. Then we brought the restored stools to 
the center of the room. They were shocked and easily finished my sentenc-
es as we talked about how sometimes we see ourselves as abused, and 
trash, and unworthy of saving, but God can take that mess and RESTORE. 
The new is different, but good! By the time the night ended, the teens left 
with some insight of restoration, a defined plan of what to do if 
they find themselves in a dark place and a plan of what to do if a 
friend is in that dark place. 

2 interesting facts about Friday night. 

1. One of the teens there WITH US attempted suicide two weeks 
before.  She succeeded but was resuscitated by mom and med-
ics. She would have been the FOURTH devastating loss in our 
community in the last month. PRAISE GOD she wasn't! She 
bravely shared her story, and we were able to tell this amazing 
teen that we were glad she was there. She left with some tools 
to help if she's ever in that same scary spot again. 

2.   I received a message that night at 12:36 am. A teen that 
trusted what we said about being there day and night was wor-
ried about a friend. I was able to talk to the friend in the middle of the night, talk with his mom 
and take him out to eat Saturday and remind him of how important he is and that he has many 
people that are THERE for him.  He promised me he would reach out for help if he ever felt he 
was in a desperate spot. 

Kids all around us can never have too many adults that care and are cheering them on... 

Let's remind them that WE are one of them!! 


